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they are taken up and roasted on living coals. Nothing-
is heard but the horrifying howlings and yells of those
unfortunate beings, who are waiting with the greatest im-
patience the moment of their deliverance. " What are
the crimes," asked the terrified prince, "that have com-
mitted the unfortunate inhabitants of this place to un-
dergo such unheard-of sufferings ? " " They are/' replied
Matali, " the persecutors of the weak, the heartless oppres-
sors of the poor, &c., who are doomed to undergo such
punishments." Thence the guide drove rapidly to another
place', where dogs, each with five hideous heads, famished
eagles, and devouring crows, fed with, a ravenous hunger
on the bodies of unfortunate victims, the flesh of which is
incessantly reproduced to afford a continual prey to these
never-satiated ferocious animals. "These," said Matali,
" suffer for having clone no good to their fellow-creatures,
for preventing others to do some, and for having borne
envy to their neighbours."

Here follows a long description of the other places of
hell, given to Neini by his celestial guide. We omit it,
lest its tedious and -revolting particulars tire and disgust
the reader. Suffice it to mention that the torments of
Tantalus are described here with a horrifying correctness,
such as almost casts into the shade the description given
to us by the Latin poet.

Having ranged the various regions of hell, and heard
all the particulars given to him by .Matali, Nerni was
suddenly brought* over to the beautiful, smiling, and
blissful seats of the blessed. He soon descried at a dis-
tance the celebrated palace, made of diamonds, disposed
in an immense square of twelve youdzanas on each side,
and five stories high; then the garden, the tank, and the
padetha tree. In that palace .Biranee occupied a splendid
apartment; she was then lying on a soft sofa, surrounded
by more than a thousand beauties. " What good works,"
asked Nemi, " has Biranee practised, to deserve such a
magnificent reward ? " Matali replied, " This daughter of